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TRADITIONAL LAGOON FISHERIES IN NEGOMBO

National Aquau(; Reslom.cec. Agency
Crow Island, Colombo 13

ABSTRACT

Negombo lagoon is a bar-built estuary with a surface area of around 3,200 ha. The lagoon has a high
productivity (150 kg/ha/year) andis richin aquaticresources and biodiversity. Fishing takes placeall year
roundusing atotal of22 methods, of which 13 arecentirely traditional. Thelatter include stakedseine nets,
brush piles, castnets, kadippu nets, angling and scoop nets. Shrimp is the target species of most of these
methods. Most of the traditional fishing gear i1s simply designed, easy (o operate, resource friendly and

causes little damage to the lagoon environment whereas modem fishing methods are etficientbut are not
always resource friendly. Except for the staked seine net and brush pile fisheries, the lagoon fisheres are
open access. Asalmost all traditional fishing methods are confined to the lagoon mouth orto shallow sea
grass areas and mangrove fringed banks, it would be difficultio impose strict regulations preventing fishing
in these areas. The capital investment required to enter mto fishing activities is low, so it 1s gssential and
urgentto bringall lagoon fishermenundera licensing scheme. When the multidisciplinary nature of fishing
activities and strategies in implementing existing regulations are considered, community based
management seems to be well suited to the Negombo lagoon ecosystem.



