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FOREWORD

Recognizing the importance of agriculture to the economy of the 
country and its demands in the future, a research based agriculture 
education system at university level needs to be given high priority. 
Research is becoming more important and globalized. Students need to 
be trained and moulded to meet the challenges and needs of the future.

The 2nd Agricultural Research Symposium would provide a forum 
to students and staff of the Faculty of Agriculture and Plantation 
Management of Wayamba University of Sri Lanka to build and prove 
their research capabilities in more meaningful manner. Further, it would 
also analyze and evaluate some key issues in the agriculture sector of this 
country. This exercise would certainly help to develop the students’ 
knowledge, skills and attitudes towards research.
This document consists of research papers presented by 37 final year 
students of this faculty. A wide range of subject areas have been covered. 
Results are convincing, and concrete recommendations have been made 
by some. We wish that this document would be useful to many who are 
actively involved in agricultural research.

I wish to place on record the assistance given by the executive 
committee and the sub committees. Their hard work to ensure the success 
of this event is greatly appreciated. The 3rd year students of this faculty 
need special mention for their support given through out this event.

A word of thanks also due to Dr. W. J. S. K. Weerakkody, Mr. D. 
C. Abeysinghe, Mr. Kapila Yakandawala, Mr. W. M. E. P. 
Wickramasinghe, Dr. B. Ranaweera, Mr. K. H. M. I. Karunarathne, Ms. 
L. A. S. Rupika and Mr. H. A. C. K. Jayathillake for their untiring effort 
in final editing and printing of this document. Help given by Mr. H. M. 
Tilekerathne in operating digital duplicating machine is greatly 
appreciated.

I wish to record my gratitude to Prof. V. Y. Kuruwita, Vice
Chancellor , Wayamba University of Sri Lanka for his support and 
encouragement , Prof. T. S. G. Fonseka , Dean Faculty of Livestock 
Fisheries and Nutrition and to all academic an non-academic staff at 
Makandura premises.

I also wish to thank all those who gave financial support to the 
symposium.

Prof. S. J.B. A. Jayasekera 
Dean,
Faculty o f Agriculture and Plantation Management 
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