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Preamble 
Sri Lanka is an island located in the Bay of Bengal, off the southern coast of India, between 
latitudes 5°55’ and 9°51’ N, and longitudes 79°41’ and 81°53’ E. Extending over 
approximately 65,610 km2., Sri Lanka has a coastline about 1,620 km (CZMP, 2006). 
 
The population in 1981 was 14.8 million and is now estimated to be around 20.3 million 
(Dept. of Census and Statistics, 2011 and 2012). It is projected to increase to 21-23 million 
by 2020-2030 
(http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTSRILANKA/Resources/LKAgingChapI.pdf).  
 
Sri Lanka’s human development indices are among the best in South Asia (ADB, 2012).  

 

Table 1.Human Development Indices (HDI) for Sri Lanka 

(Source: http://hdrstats.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/LKA.html) 
 

 
Figure 1 Sri Lanka’s HDI ranking compared to South Asia 

(Source: http://hdrstats.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/LKA.html)

Indicator  Value 
HDI (2012) 0.72  
HDI Ranking  92.00 
Life expectancy at birth (years) 75.10 
Mean years of schooling (of adults) (years) 9.30 
Adult literacy rate, both sexes (% aged 15 and above) 91.2 
GDP per capita (2005 PPP $)  4,929.00 
Poverty (population living below 1.25$ PPP per day (%) 7.00 
Maternal mortality ratio (deaths of women per 100,000 live births)  35.00 
Carbon dioxide emissions per capita (tonnes) 0.60 
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