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Commercial shrimp farming in Sri Lanka commenced in 1980°’s and
to date, approximately 2000 ha of coastal land in the North Western
Province have been converted to shrimp farms. 1 he number of shrimp
hatcheries (in operation and under construction) has increased to 47 by the
end of 1995, from only five hatcheries in 1986. For the first time, a major set
back in the industry was reported in 1989 due to disease outbreaks. However,
the industry 1s still expanding with several problems.

Disease outbreaks, envirommuental disasters, insutticient-experuse and
experiences, shorticomungs ot the research aud development progranuues,
social problems and weaknesses in the policy planning and 1mplementation
~ are the major constraints. These tactors are discussed in this paper; witll

some suggestions to overcome them. :
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